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I recently participated in a fiber postcard swap for Black History Month.  
Below is a picture of one of the cards I received that I decided to share with 
the Guild.  The postcard was sent by Brenda Calloway, and on the back she 
writes:   

“WHO WAS THAT MAN?  The picture on the reverse side should be very famil-
iar to you.  Martin Luther King Jr. was delivering his “I Have a Dream” speech 
on August 23rd, 1963.  I remember that day well but also remember ‘The Man 
in the White Hat.’  He was part of a contingent of over 300 policemen who vol-
unteered to protect MLK  Jr. on that day.  MLK  Jr. received little cooperation 
from the FBI and overwhelmed local police to assure that he and the many peo-
ple there would be safe.  While he is celebrated for his achievements, the times 
were dangerous for he and his followers.  There were those who hated him and 
viewed him as a nuisance.  King was told again and again that the time was not 
right for the things he fought for.  

‘The Man in the White Hat‘ is my cousin Charles Jackson.  He was a policeman 
in Jersey City until his retirement and a local civil rights activist.  He left us 
about 5 years ago and was over 80 years at the time of his death.” 

Myla 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

The 4th Annual Tri-Guild Challenge was another successful and fun affair!  The quilts that were shown 
were all interesting and the challenge theme was interpreted in so many different and creative ways.  For 
the first time, a Brown Sugar Stitcher won the challenge!  See Nina’s article on her winning creation on 
Page 7.   We should have the 5th Annual challenge theme instructions by March.  

It’s February, the month we celebrate love in all its forms.  Maybe you will get or give a quilt for  Valen-
tine’s Day!   If you haven’t been very quilt productive lately, consider making a small Valentine’s quilt for 
yourself or that special someone.  February is also the month in which we focus on and celebrate Black 
achievement.  I hope you enjoy the special quilt-related contribution on the front page.   

There is no member profile nor a product review this month because none were submitted.  Surely some of 
you have information that you want to share with your sister stitchers?   Contributions for the newsletter 
are always needed and welcomed.  Submission deadlines are always listed on the back page.  My thanks to 
those of you who have consistently made contributions to our guild’s newsletter.  Your contributions are 
very much appreciated.   

Hopefully none of our members nor their families have been severely affected by the economic downturn 
our country is experiencing right now.  Remember you can save money and still quilt by doing things such 
as shopping at the guild flea market, or using those scraps you’ve saved from quilts you have made.   You 
can find fabrics at the thrift stores and try to catch the sales at your local quilt shop.  Try trading “ugly” 
fabrics with some of your quilting friends to add something “new” to your stash.   

Lastly, there are lots of quilt-related events coming up, and Belinda has some good programs planned for 
us in the months ahead, so make your plans now. 

Happy Valentine’s Day, happy quilting, and celebrate Black history month! 

 

Myla 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 2009 

 FIBER POSTCARD SWAP 

“BLACK HISTORY IS WORLD HISTORY” 
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Name and where you live?  Dr. Marlene Linton O’Bryant-Seabrook,   Charleston, South Carolina 

 
A little bit of personal information you’d like us to know:  O’Bryant and Seabrook are both mar-
ried names.  First marriage ended in divorce after four fabulous children who’ve given me ten 
awesome grandchildren, was widowed after 23 1/2 years in second marriage.  In 1975, I became 
the first African American and one of only two women on the faculty at The Citadel.  I have re-
mained a “retired on paper” educator.  Have been Administrative Substitute for Charleston 
County Schools for years and in December 2008, I attended the SACS –Council on Colleges Con-
ference in San Antonio as a representative from Voorhees College where I am on the Board of 
Trustees and Chair of the Academic Affairs Committee. 

 
Please write about your early fiber/textile/quilting history and how you came to be a well-known 
professional?  I backed into quilting.  Neither my mother nor grandmother ever made a quilt.  I 
have no quilting memories as a child, can’t even recall seeing a quilt.  I am a third generation 
educator.  Widowed when my mother was eleven, my grandmother always shared my home.  She 
and my dad were elementary and high school principals, respectively, my mom was an elemen-
tary teacher.  I was a very creative only child, designing paper doll clothes, embroidering and 
crocheting at age eight, making bulletin boards for my mom’s classrooms.   Cutting out/
arranging flower petals, leaves, grass, umbrellas, etc. on the “April Showers Bring May Flow-
ers” board were my introduction to “appliqué” which I use frequently in my quilts.  I’ve also 
learned to knit, tat, block felt & straw, pour ceramics, cross-stitch, smock, etc. and abandoned 
each as soon as I felt that I’d mastered the technique.  Not winning a raffle quilt with cross-
stitched blocks led me to take an eight week “Beginning Sampler” quilting class in 1984.  I de-
cided to make my own.   

 
After completion during the class of the only traditional quilt I’ve ever made, I immediately 
started cross-stitching scenes of black people in and around Charleston and made my “first” 
quilt, “A Record of a Rich Heritage”.   I intended it to be my last!  In 1991, Marie Wilson of Brook-
lyn, NY was visiting Charleston.  She called and asked if she could come to see this quilt that had 
been seen earlier by a friend of hers.  A few months later, that quilt was a part of an exhibition at 
a New York Gallery and was included in a book of contemporary pictorial quilts in 1993.  Marie, 
an early member of Women of Color Quilters Network, also immediately connected me with Dr. 
Carolyn Mazloomi who has become one of my dearest friends.  Roland Freeman interviewed me 
for his book, “A Communion of the Spirits”, my Harriet Powers quilt was included in his 
“Communion” exhibition which traveled for five years and I met Cuesta Benberry and Gwen 
Magee at its Premiere Opening in Jackson, MS.  The rest is history.    When I have tried to let 
quilting go, it wouldn’t let me. 

QUILTER PROFILE: 

Marlene Linton O’Bryant-Seabrook 

Con’td on next page 
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What do you like most about being a professional?  What do you like least? 

It has provided me with the opportunity to dispel some of the stereotypes about African-
American quilting that were so prevalent at the time that I started lecturing.   Little attention 
was being paid to the fact that quilt styles/techniques had as much, maybe more, to do with 
economics and regions (ability to purchase and availability of yardage vs. old clothing, 
scraps/agricultural vs. industrial locations) than they did with race.  Even the “scholarly” 
research that supported the myths basically focused on African American quilters in rural 
Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia.   Being a professional has provided the forums for shar-
ing information addressed by my quilts which are really extensions of the bulletin boards 
made for my mother and for my classrooms.   I don’t have an answer for “least”. 

  
What is your favorite class to teach?   What is your dream teaching venue and subject?    

If pressed for a favorite, it would be “Jump Start Your Creativity”.  I prefer lecturing to 
teaching and when I teach, I prefer process rather than product oriented classes.  

 
Have you won any major awards at quilt shows or other related venues? 

That has never been my focus or interest.  The only show that I can think of that offered an 
award was “I Remember Mama” and I submitted my quilt just to honor my mother and her 
mother.   

 
What is your favorite quilt that you have made? 

I don’t deal with favorites.  I don’t have “a” favorite child, color, food, dress, etc.  The quilt 
that I have just finished or decide to use during a presentation becomes the favorite of the 
moment.  My first quilt is well-liked because it is exquisitely hand quilted – thousands of 
tiny, even stitches.  It also has a scalloped border – haven’t done that again! 

 
What is your favorite place in the world that your profession has taken you to?   

See first sentence above.  
 

What do you want to do in the future in your professional career? 

I’d like to continue doing what I’ve been doing, creating work that excites me and sends 
some of my viewers to “Google”.   I may reassess my lack of interest in selling my work. 

 
 

Cont/d on next page 
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In ten words or less, what words of wisdom do you have for the quilters in our guild? 

It’s exciting to break the rules, wise to know them. 

 
Editor’s note:  Pictures of Marlene’s work can be found in the books I Remember Mama and Textural Rhythms: Quilting the Jazz 
Tradition.  I enjoy seeing her contributions and corresponding with Marlene on the African American Quilters Yahoogroup, and I 
enjoy seeing her and her creations in Houston.  Marlene quite impressed me when one year she showed me the results of playing 
with Paintstiks in a class one year and how she used them to create a beautiful Journal Quilt the next year.  

Quilter Profile Cont’d from Page 5 

Marlene O’Bryant-Seabrook in front of her quilt entitled  

TOTAL PRAISE  

also nearby are her Dizzy Gillespie and Kim quilts 
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Making the Bag Lady 

                                                                         by Nina Moore 
Thanks to everyone who voted for my quilt “The Bag Lady, She-Be Green” at the Tri-Guild Chal-
lenge. 

 

Here’s how I did it.  My inspiration was, what is the one thing that I throw away the most and how 
can I recycle it.  Since I am in WalMart so much (it’s my favorite store) it happens to be those 
white plastic bags.  I have tons of them and try to use them as trashcan liners but even then I still 
had so many that I had to throw them out.  

 

All I did was flatten them out and fold them in thirds lengthwise.  Then I laid about three of them 
out end to end.  I positioned them so that the bottom of one bag overlapped the next one about 
where the handles start nearer to the body of the bag.  So the handles were kind of flapping in the 
wind on the back.  These handles were later cut off.  This made the rows.  Then I sewed these 
rows together until I had a “batting” big enough for the quilt.  I overlapped the seams and used a 
large zigzag stitch so there was no real bulk of a seam allowance.  I also used this overlap method 
for the quilt back and the sleeve, so they had no seam allowance bulk either.  For the quilt top I 
simply used my rulers to trace around for the buildings, varying the widths of some.  For the win-
dows I just cut up small squares and rectangles from black fabric.  The “scaffolding” around the 
last building on the right was a covering from a wine bottle used to keep the bottles from knock-
ing together.  I used number stamps for the clock and beads and other embellishments on the 
buildings.  For She-Be, I drew her out and used yarn for her hair and other fabric scraps for her 
clothes.  Silver ribbon made a great shopping cart.  I had some scraps from a fabric that had a 
travel motif and I fussy cut some of them out and fused them together so they were the same on 
both sides and stuck them in the cart along with some of the scraps of the cut off handles from the 
bags and just glued them in spots.  All of this was fused down and then I quilted the whole thing 
and made a binding from more scraps.   

 

I’m glad you all liked She-Be Green, she is the ultimate recycler and lets nothing go to waste! 

 

Again, thanks so much.  It really means a lot to be recognized by your peers. 

 

The Bag Lady 

She Be Green 

By Nina Moore 
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To save computer space and also paper, after 

downloading free patterns from the internet, store 
them for a short time on your computer then copy 
them onto a CD for storage. Take some time and 
consider how you will label your CDs so you can  

find the patterns when you want them.   

 

Use an empty Tic-Tac container to 
put your used/broken needles and 
pins in.  Once it’s filled, put a piece 

of tape over the top and discard. 

 

Use an old swivel TV stand to 
make yourself a rotating cutting 

surface. 

 
QUILTING HINTS 

 
Use small pieces of colored electrical 

tape to keep thread spools and bobbins 
neat and free from thread tangles. 

When you retrieve a bobbin or spool of 
thread to use, stick the securing tape 
on your machine until you put it back 

up again. 
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Little Treasure 

2009 

February - Jeanette Walton 

March - Vanessa Brown 

April - Carolyn White 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

BROWN SUGAR ACTIVITIES 

 

February Meeting 2/19—Quilting as a Business-Marketing & Entrepreneurship—Aisha 

March—21—Founder’s Day, National Quilting Day—Sit n Sew Bead Workshop 

July —Brown Sugar Stitchers Quilt Show 

August 15—Annual BSS Tea—Details TBA 

 

March 5-7—Original Sewing and Quilt Expo, Duluth, GA  -  www.sewingexpo.com/cities/atlanta.htm 

March 6-8-Quilt Show, Cotton Patch Quilters, Oconee County—www.cpquilters.org 

March 18-21—Georgia Quilt  Council Spring Convention, fea. Jan Krentz.  Details TBA. 

March 21-29 —Bulloch Hall Quilt Show, “Recycling Traditions” www.bullochhall.org/quiltshow.asp 

March 26-29 —Greater Atlanta Shop Hop  visit  http://www.atlantaquiltshophop.com/ for more info26-29,  

April 22-25 — AQS Quilt Show and Contest, Paducah, KY - www.americanquilter.com 

June 18-20 —National Quilting Association Quilt Show, Columbus, OH—www.nqaquilts.org  

July 22-25 — AQS Quilt Show and Contest,  Knoxville, TN 

September 18-20 – “Georgia Celebrates Quilts”—East Cobb Quilter’s Guild Quilt Show—entry deadline 
June 30.  Go to www.ecqg.com for more information 
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The Brown Sugar Stitchers Quilt Guild The Brown Sugar Stitchers Quilt Guild The Brown Sugar Stitchers Quilt Guild The Brown Sugar Stitchers Quilt Guild is a diverse 

group of African-American quilters in the metropoli-

tan Atlanta area.  We extend a warm welcome to visit 

us; monthly meetings are on the 3rd Saturday at 

10:30A at the Wesley Chapel-William C. Brown Li-

brary, 2861 Wesley Chapel Road, Decatur, GA. 

Guests are welcomed at our meetings and encour-

aged to join after their second visit. Yearly dues are 

$25 and the year starts in July. NOTE: IN JULY AND 

DECEMBER we participate in MEMBERS ONLY activi-

ties away from the library. Photos can be viewed at : 

http://community.webshots.com/user/

bssquiltguild?vhost=community and http://

family.webshots.com/album/557120572VZsuzq?

vhost=family 
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P.O. Box  361349 
Decatur, GA   30036-1349  

E-mail: 
BSSquiltguild@hotmail.com 

Website: 
http://www.quiltsites.com/
brownsugarstitchers.htm 

Brown Sugar Stitchers 
Quilt Guild 

THE BROWN SUGAR PRESS 

 is a copyrighted publication of the  
BROWN SUGAR STITCHERS QUILT GUILD 

ADVERTISING RATES 

Whole Page 

$50 

Half Page 

$25 

3”x2” Box 

$10 

Please contact editor 
to advertise in or con-
tribute articles to this 

newsletter: 

Myla D. Chapman 

quiltmyla@aol.com 

2009 

NEWSLETTER   

DEADLINES 

 2/28, 3/28, 5/2 

 

        

 

     HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 

 

Bonnie 

            Sharon  

 Jeanette  

HOT OFF THE PRESSES!!! 

YOU NOW HAVE UNTIL JUNE 2009 

TO GET READY FOR THE CHANGE OVER  

TO DIGITAL TV! 


